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Guerrilla Auditors is an ethnographic account of the rise of information, transparency, and good
governance in the post–Cold War era, and the effects of these concepts on Paraguay’s transition
to democracy. Kregg Hetherington shows that the ideal of transparent information, meant to
depoliticize bureaucratic procedures, has become a battleground for a new kind of politics
centered on legal interpretation and the manipulation of official documents. In late-twentieth-
century Paraguay, peasant land politics moved unexpectedly from the roads and fields into the
documentary recesses of state bureaucracy. When peasants, bureaucrats, and development
experts encountered one another in state archives, conflicts ensued about how bureaucracy
ought to function, what documents are for, and who gets to narrate the past and the future of the
nation. Hetherington argues that Paraguay’s neoliberal democracy is predicated, at least in part,
on an exclusionary distinction between model citizens and peasants. Despite this, peasant
activists have found ways to circumvent their exclusion and in so doing question the conceptual
foundations of international development orthodoxy.

“Guerrilla Auditors is the most exciting book I’ve read on neoliberal reform in the global south. It
changes how social scientists will look at documents and study land reform, populism, and
peasants. The argument is brilliant and original, and the combination of ethnography and theory
is superb. This book shows why ethnography matters.”—Anna Lowenhaupt Tsing, author of
Friction: An Ethnography of Global Connection“Understanding that property and the neoliberal
project of transparency rest on ‘paperwork,’ Kregg Hetherington brilliantly deconstructs the
politics of creating documents. His astute, closely observed, and entertaining study is radical
scholarship at its deepest and most searching. A powerful point of departure for the next
generation of critiques of development.”—James C. Scott, author of Seeing Like a State: How
Certain Schemes to Improve the Human Condition Have Failed“Hetherington argues that
Paraguayan neoliberalism is premised on an exclusionary distinction between modern citizens
and backward peasants, but his analysis could benefit from a deeper consideration of the class
divisions that are reshaping Paraguayan society.... [T]he book is a well-written, insightful study of
an underresearched Latin American country, and it should be read by social scientists,
development practitioners, and area studies specialists.”―Lesley Gill, American Historical
Review“Guerilla Auditors is a superb deep ethnography of development that excavates how land
politics and the technologies of “good governance” collude to produce campesinos as firmly
outside of proper democratic society in post-Stroessner Paraguay…. Hetherington’s latest is
necessary reading for students and scholars of development, Paraguay and Latin American
populism alike.”―Jennifer Tucker, AmeriQuests“Guerrilla Auditors is a fine refutation of certain
stances in global NGO and academic arguments (what he terms the “new democrats”). . . .



Guerrilla Auditors provides us with a rich account of another, important theme: the constitutive
cultural power of bureaucratization, such as the highly valued possession of original documents
on physical paper, and not copies, in the world of ostensibly non-bureaucrats, peasants within a
state society.”―Josiah Heyman, Anthropological Quarterly“Kregg Hetherington’s highly original
account of the rise of information and transparency in the governance of Paraguay points to a
new kind of struggle and one that political scientists wedded to old categories and classes
would do well to consider…. This book should become essential reading on modern politics
courses, highlighting the new forms of contestation that are shaping Latin America’s globalised
future.”―EC, Latin American Review of Books“Kregg Hetherington's elegant ethnography makes
important interventions into the anthropological scholarship on documents, the political
anthropology of the state, and literatures on land reform and neoliberalism in Latin America. He
brings together a deeply contextualized examination of land reform in post-Stroessner Paraguay
with a theoretically and ethnographically rich study of the emerging politics of transparency
among both urban elites and rural campesinos…. Hetherington writes beautifully…. Guerrilla
Auditors thus not only makes important contributions to the ethnographic study of power, law,
bureaucracy, and politics but offers much for readers interested in an engaged
anthropology.”―Heath Cabot, PoLAR"Hetherington’s book is a gem, and there are simply too
many threads one could pick up and follow to broader and interesting implications."―Manuel
Balan, Latin American Research Review"Guerilla Auditors is a much-needed contribution to the
study of Paraguayan politics. Hetherington has chosen a very important topic in an understudied
country. The history of Paraguay’s democratic transition is both opaque and highly politicized,
and Hetherington passes through it with skill and nuance, drawing freely from the ethnography
of campesino settlements and state archives and the history of land tenure and national
politics."―Warren M. Thompson, Social Forces"Guerrilla Auditors is a pathbreaking ethnography
of peasant struggle in Paraguay. … The book develops new ways of thinking about an older
issue in Latin America: the rural peasantry and the struggle for livelihoods, rights, and survival.
… This work is a must-read for students of Latin American politics, social movements, and the
state."―Bret Gustafson, The AmericasAbout the AuthorKregg Hetherington is Assistant
Professor in the Department of Sociology and Social Anthropology at Dalhousie University in
Halifax, Nova Scotia.
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guido rodriguez, “traducido al espanol. He encontrado la version en espanol en internet, que
baje y lei en my kindle; si compre el texto en ingles, es porque esta editado y facilita el acceso a
la bibiografia y las notas. El proceso de Curuguaty (a partir de julio de 2012), puso en
evidencia, no solo el fraude en los titulos de propiedad, sino tambien en los procedimientos
judiciales: dos hombres fueron condenados por matar a un comisario con la misma escopeta,
que no habia disparado segun la pericia del expediente...Finalmente, el proceso fue anulado
por el tribunal de casacion, autoridad suprema, cuyos miembros fueron sumariados por su
decision. Sin embargo, siguen imputado treinta y nueve campesinos por una cuestion
procesal.A la violencia del regimen de Stroessner han reemplazado las maniobras procesales y
los asesinos a sueldo, que eliminaron a unos ciento veinte dirigentes canpesinos y dieciocho
periodistas. Conste que nunca he sido un fan de Stroessner. Guido Rodriguez A.”

andy, “Guerrilla Auditors. I just received this book, and, although I didn't get a chance to finish it I
find it very interesting for several reasons. First, I think its interesting to read a book about
Paraguay, which is a country in Latin America that doesn't usually get a lot of scientific literature
written about it. Although there are some macro-trends which you can assign to Latin America
as a whole, I like reading the personal stories and experiences in a country so little known as
Paraguay.Secondly, although, as previously mentioned, I didn't finish the book yet, I really like
the concept of how bureaucracies can manipulate reality through the modification of
documents. Also, it was very interesting, til now, to read about the excessive availability of
misdocumentation in institutions and how the interpretation of these documents can be used to
manipulate the way institutions react. How these documents, although they exist, do not really
contain information, but are rather a basis on which to project a given interpretation of what they
should be saying.When I finish reading it i'll post an update.The only down side to this book is
that I'm from Paraguay, and it's very difficult to get a copy of it. I had to scavenge a bunch of
places, and I was finally able to get one off my uncle. But the content of the book, once you get
you're hands on one is great.  Hence the four stars.”

M. Frost, “At the fascinating intersection of Paraguayan bureaucracy, history, land, law, politics &
rural poor. Though sometimes filled with some arcane academic technical language, jargon, and
arguments (esp. in the extensive endnotes!), this WONDERFUL work is far exceeded my
expectations. Who knew that an anthropological look at Paraguay's rural poor in relation to land
control/ownership/titling and relevant bureaucracy and Cold War/post-Cold War history could be
such an interesting read.There is a vital energy to this work fueled by the field work he
performed and times he spent in Paraguay during periods of recent historical unrest, including
witnessing and documenting in pictures and words the violence at places like Tekojoja and
during the failed general strike. The author became an active participant in the settings he was



trying to analyze. In addition, one finds a love of both land and people here. He becomes the
outsider admitted into their community. And while that shines most brightly for the rural poor
campesinos, the author is honest enough to admit that their struggles had included
marginalizing and dispossessing indigenous peoples who were on the very land the rural poor
wanted to remake in Stroessner's new agrarian national image.As I write this in 2021 it is hard
for an American to appreciate the Stronata, the arbitrary horrors of the Stroessner dictatorship
from 1954-1989 (that came AFTER the horrors of Morinigo's military dictatorship from 1940-48
and yet more horrors of the Civil War of 1947). The political "solution" to the instability
immediately prior to Stroessner's regime being what essentially is a Military-Criminal State, a
piratical enterprise designed to extract wealth from the masses and transfer them to the
Colorado Party oligarchs. So unlike communist Eastern Europe where theoretically the State
"owned" everything and you might be able to transfer ownership relatively "cleanly", Paraguay's
almost mobster-run State has the veneer of legality and law, including documentation, when in
fact no such reality exists at all. So who knows who controls or "owns" exactly what!This always
interesting work is predicated upon the agrarian reform of the 1960s where the extractive State
encourages rural poor to move "East" to "conquer" the economically languishing jungles and
transform them into productive land (esp. cotton fields). But the State deliberately fails to create
a rational system to distribute the land (rules existed but only on paper and were not applied to
the party oligarchs and their beneficiaries) OR document who "owns" or has at least sufficient
legal control over the land to prevent counter claims from prevailing (his description of rooms
and people controlling land titles and documentation in the bowels of Asuncion's bureaucracy is
either Orwellian Dante or Dante Orwellianism, a train wreck you can't avert your eyes from). The
author paints an almost hilarious picture of various outside bureaucratic entities like USAID, the
World Bank, and IDB try to modernize legal documents that defy even being read, having been
written over in different color inks and in different page orientations. Even the Paraguayan
experts have to throw up their hands and admit, "Due to the huge number of notes written on the
title, it has become impossible to decipher what is written here." (p. 180)Out of this mess in the
aftermath of the 1989 Coup and 1992 new constitution arise competing "new democrats", the
enlightened technocrats who think creating and manipulating and presenting information on
documents can transform this mess and prevent the campesinos from recreating a new Stronata
or a return to populist authoritarianism.Hetherington humanizes the camposino leaders he
interacts with to show how the rural poor, thru their leaders, try to use documents, esp. the
process by which they are created, marked up, moved around, and presented, as a means of
realizing the outcome of their hard work to transform the land which was supposed to mean it
would be their land. Their reward from the Stronata!Unfortunately, the rapid rise of mechanized
soybean production and the move to the "West" by Brazilians who have more capital, put the
squeeze on the campesinos. The Brasiguayos (Brazilian pioneers in Paraguay) use money,
force, the various bureaucracies, or Colorado Party functionaries to advance their desire to take
campesino and indigenous land and turn them into row after row of soybeans, progress that



bureaucrats in Asuncion or New York can immediately understand.The primary text is rather
short, running only a bit under 231 pages (with some maps and photographs and reproductions
of documents). The Notes are quite extensive and often quite informative, running from pages
233-261. There is quite a substantial Bibliography, running from pages 263-281. And a good
Index from pages 283-296.The work is now dated, since it is published in 2011 and discusses
Lugo as president providing hope, though his impeachment looms quickly in our minds. I wish
the author would update it as regards any serious changes in Paraguayan law and bureaucracy
on the issue of land use and reform, esp. rapid titling.So another hats off to North American
scholars like Folch (Hydropolitics, by way of Itaipu) and Hetherington for studying and
documenting the endlessly fascinating and frustrating reality that is Paraguay. Though as the
author might point out, our reality not being their reality and we both might be right or wrong,
depending upon perspective or how we define our terms.”

The book by Kregg Hetherington has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 5 people have provided feedback.

 Front Cover Copyright Table of Contents First Pages Index Back Cover Surprise Me!



Language: English
Paperback: 312 pages
Item Weight: 1 pounds
Dimensions: 6.13 x 0.78 x 9.25 inches
File size: 8826 KB
Text-to-Speech: Enabled
Screen Reader: Supported
Enhanced typesetting: Enabled
X-Ray: Not Enabled
Word Wise: Enabled
Sticky notes: On Kindle Scribe
Print length: 432 pages
Hardcover: 201 pages

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/d

